
J. Strom Thurmond Project, Savannah District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

SUMMER
2002

Unwelcome visitor comes to the lake

Continued on page 4

by David Malone, Project Forester 

Every year millions of visitors come to J. Strom Thurmond Project to
enjoy the lake. This year, however, there are unwelcome guests—
southern pine beetles (SPBs), Dendroctonus frontalis. Every year the
Project has small outbreaks of SPBs. Typically, less than 75 SPB spots are
located and they require little or no action. But the prolonged drought
has weakened the vigor of the trees around the lake, and the mild win-
ters have not reduced the over-wintering population of SPBs. The com-
bination of these factors has resulted in a major SPB outbreak.   

A recent aerial survey of the Thurmond Project lands indicated
approximately 350 SPB locations. The size of these spots ranges from
several trees to more than 35 acres.  

The SPBs attack all species of southern yellow pine. (The adult bee-
tle is black and about 3/32" in length.) They are particularly destructive
in over-mature and overcrowded pine stands. Pine trees are killed

when thousands of adult beetles
bore through the bark (see photo
at left) and construct galleries in the
cambium layer, where they lay
their eggs. The mining in the cam-
bium layer girdles the tree and
introduces blue stain fungi, which
reduce or block the movement of
water in the tree. This results in the
death of the tree.

Usually, the first sign of an
infestation is discoloration of tree
crowns.  The tree crowns will fade
to a dull green, turn yellow, and
finally turn reddish-brown. Another
sign is the light yellow or white
pitch tubes formed at the entrance
holes. These pitch tubes often

resemble popcorn in size, shape, and color; however, they may not
always be present on the tree.

There are two acceptable methods for controlling the SPB, accord-
ing to the South Carolina Forestry Commission. The first method is to
harvest the infested trees and buffer zone of timber from the area. This
is the most practical and effective method of control. If done correctly

Arrow shows one of many infesta-
tions in this southern yellow pine.
Adult beetles bore through the bark
and construct galleries in the cam-
bium layer, where they lay their
eggs.  

Celebrate July 4th 
at Thurmond Lake

July 3
Little River Marina 

(706) 541-1358

July 4
Trade Winds Marina 

(706) 541-1380

July 6
Amity Recreation Area 

(800) 533-3478
Raysville Boat Club, sponsors

Across from
Savannah Lakes Marina 

Lincoln (706) 359-4444 and
McCormick (864) 465-2231

counties, sponsors

All firework displays begin at
dusk. For specific information, call the
sponsoring marina or agency or the
Thurmond Lake Office at 
1-800-533-3478, ext. 1147. 

Remember: Fireworks are not
permitted on the lake unless a permit
has been issued. Fireworks can cause
serious injuries and fires. Drought con-
ditions make any use of fireworks
potentially dangerous.  Leave the fire-
work displays to the professionals, sit
back and enjoy!



Approximate 
lake elevation 
when launching 
becomes difficult

Thurmond Lake Boat Ramp Elevations

Bottom
No. of of Ramp

Area Name Lanes (msl)*

Leathersville Ramp 1 304.3 306.3 msl*
Lake Springs Park 3 306.7 308.7
Keg Creek Ramp 1 307 309
Scotts Ferry Ramp 1 308.7 310.7
Mt. Carmel Campground 1 309 311
Amity Recreation Area 3 309.5 311.5
Winfield Campground 1 309.7 311.7
Raysville Campground 1 310.3 312.2
Hesters Ferry Campground 1 310.9 312.9
Ridge Road Campground 1 311 313
Modoc Ramp 1 311.5 313.5
Clarks Hill Park 1 311.5 313.5
Hawe Creek Campground 1 311.5 313.5
Petersburg Campground 1 311.7 313.7
Mt. Carmel Picnic 1 311.7 313.7
Hamilton Branch State Park 2 312 314
Little River Marina 1 312 314
Baker Creek State Park 1 312 314
Tradewinds Marina 1 312 314
Morrahs Ramp 2 312 314
Little River/Hwy 378 1 312.5 314.5
Parksville Recreation Area 1 312.5 314.5
Ft. Gordon Recreation Area 2 313 315
Plum Branch Yacht Club 1 313 315
Bobby Brown State Park 2 313 315
Holiday Park 1 313.6 315.6
Elijah Clark State Park 3 314 316
Landam Creek Ramp 1 314.2 316.2
Dordon Creek Ramp 1 314.2 316.2
Hickory Knob State Park 1 314.2 316.2
Soap Creek/Hwy 220 Ramp 1 315 317
Big Hart Recreation Area 2 315.5 317.5
Raysville Marina 1 315.6 317.6
Soap Creek Marina 1 316 318
Cherokee Recreation Area 3 316.2 318.2
Cherokee Recreation Area 2 322.7 324.7
Wildwood Park 1 316.4 318.4
Soap Creek Subdivision 1 318 320
Fishing Creek/Hwy 79 Ramp 1 318.7 320.7
Bussey Point 1 319 321
Chamberlain Ferry Ramp 1 319 321
Dorn 4 319 321
Modoc Campground 1 319 321
Murray Creek Ramp 1 319 321
Parkway Ramp 1 319 321
Gill Point Ramp 1 319.1 321.1
Mt. Pleasant Ramp 1 320.4 322.4
Winfield Subdivision 2 321.1 323.1
Clay Hill Campground 1 321.5 323.5
LeRoy's Ferry Campground 1 321.6 323.6
Soap Creek Park 1 322 324
Little River Quarry Ramp 1 322 324
Mistletoe State Park 2 322.2 324.2
Double Branches Ramp 1 322.8 324.8
Calhoun Falls Ramp 1 323 325
Broad River Campground 1 323 325
Catfish Ramp 1 323.5 325.5
Long Cane Creek Ramp 1 323.7 325.7
Hwy 28 Access Ramp 1 324 326

The drought continues and all predictions indi-
cate below normal lake elevations this recreation
season. Normal summer lake elevation is 330 ft.
msl (mean sea level). At press time, Thurmond Lake
level was 321.5 ft. msl.  Obstructions such as
stumps, trees, and rock outcrops that are under-
water in normal conditions have appeared now
that lake levels are below normal. Stay in marked
channels whenever possible. 

Always be sure to obey all state and federal
boating regulations.  Be sure your boat has all the
necessary safety equipment, especially enough
properly fitting personal flotation devices (PFDs or
life jackets) for your passengers.  And wear your
PFD— it won't work if you don't wear it!

Adequate water depth for launching your boat
safely is critical. Inspections are ongoing to repair
launch lanes and extend boat ramps where possi-
ble. See table of Thurmond Lake ramp elevations
at right, and pay special attention to the column,
"Approximate lake elevation when launching
becomes difficult." To obtain the current lake level
prior to heading out, dial 1-800-533-3478, then
press 4. The 24-hour service is updated daily at
midnight with the lake elevation and projected
power generation schedule. 

The Thurmond Lake Office recreation team is
always looking for new, innovative ways to pro-
mote water safety and have taken the water-safety
message to the movies. This summer, beginning
June 14, a water safety message will appear on
the screen prior to the showing of all movies at
these cinema complexes:  Augusta Exchange 20,
Aiken 8, Augusta Village 12, and Evans 12 the-
atres.  Remember, "Be Smart From the Start, Wear
Your Life Jacket".

Boating in low water

Thurmond’s water safety message 
reaches movie-going public

* Mean sea level



If your favorite launch-
ing area is Dordon Creek or
Morrahs, you will see some
major improvements on
your next visit there. Solar
security lights are now col-
lecting energy at Dordon
Creek. New courtesy docks
have been placed, universal-
ly accessible restrooms
opened, and roads repaved
at both locations. The ramp
work is part of ongoing
improvements being made
around the lake. With these
upgrades, the ramps have
been reclassified as fee
areas; therefore, a $2 fee is
required for anyone using
the launching facilities.
These fees are used to help
maintain and improve
recreation areas and boat ramps around the lake.  

Two new group shelters have been built at Clarks
Hill Park.  The shelter near Hannah Beach is open and
ready for picnics.  Everyone agrees: this new shelter
shows off one of the best views of the lake. A new
universally accessible restroom is open near this shel-
ter.  Work continues on the second shelter, which is
right inside the park across from the fee station. Con-
struction is underway now on a new park entrance
station.  

Improvements are being made at campgrounds,
too.  LeRoy's Ferry and Bussey Point campgrounds
each received a new universally accessible restroom.
Winfield Campground now has increased electrical
power and water. All 80 sites in this campground
have 50 amp electrical service and water hook-ups.
Road improvements— including paving existing gravel
roads— are planned this summer for Winfield. Electri-
cal sites at Petersburg Campground have been
upgraded and now offer 50 amps as well. Raysville
Campground is scheduled to have electrical upgrades
soon.  

Ten new playgrounds have been installed in these

photo by Annette Carter

recreation areas and campgrounds: West Dam, Lake
Springs, Big Hart, Parksville, Petersburg, Winfield,
Modoc and Ridge Road.  Each new play area opens
as soon as the area is surfaced properly for safety.  

Scotts Ferry boat ramp renovation work con-
tinues this summer.  Currently, this area has one
launching lane and a small parking area. After
renovations are completed, Scotts Ferry will have
three lanes, paved parking for 56 vehicles and
trailers, a new restroom, solar-security lighting
and a courtesy dock. To protect the shoreline
and the new ramp from erosion and wave
action, a jetty, riprap, and bulkhead walls have
been placed around the point. With these
upgrades, Scotts Ferry will become a fee area,
charging $2 for use of launching facilities. Reno-
vation at Scotts Ferry is targeted for completion
August 2002.  

Scotts Ferry Ramp 
sees major renovations
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Improved facilities open, work continues around lake

This new playground is located at Lake Springs Recreation Area.  The "wood-carpet" surfacing
meets new national standards for accessibility for visitors with disabilities.



and in a timely manner, the SPB can be stopped. Howev-
er, not all SPB spots are accessible or large enough for
this method. The second method is to cut and leave the
infested timber.  This method can stop small spots from
spreading. Once the damage is done, Corps personnel
will determine if the spot is large enough to re-plant
genetically improved pines or let natural regeneration of
pines occur.    

The best defense from SPB attacks is a healthy forest.
A healthy forest is achieved by taking an active forest
management approach to timber management. The pri-
mary forest management activity to reduce the risk of SPB
outbreaks is thinning overstocked pine stands. Thinning
stimulates growth and vigor of the remaining trees and
reduces the chances of beetle infestation.

If you have general questions concerning SPBs, con-
tact the Forest, Fish, and Wildlife Section at 1-800-533-
3478, ext. 1115.  Adjoining property owners concerned
about dead trees on public property should contact the
Shoreline Management Section, ext. 1134.  

Unwelcome visitor
Continued from page 1 Customer Service 

telephone numbers
These numbers for the J. Strom Thurmond Project

serve both the lake and power plant offices 

1-800-533-3478 or 
864-333-1100

Call either number for daily updates on 
power generation and lake and river levels 

Fax numbers:
(864) 333-1150 (Lake Office)
(864) 333-1164 (Power Plant)

1-877-444-6777
National Recreation Reservation Service 

for campground reservations

cut and save

www.sas.usace.army.mil/drought/


